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Dear Friends,
The world, our city, and our 

community have lived through 
several seasons that have left us 
hungry for good news. I think it 
is one of the reasons why so many 
people want to tell the story about 
this church’s food security ministry 
in partnership with Make Food 
Not Waste. Their chefs prepare 
amazing food and church members 
and friends have been able to 
distribute it to many neighbors. 
The story has been told in many 
publications including National 
Geographic, the Detroit Free Press, 
and the Presbyterian News Service. 
We long for good news, don’t we?

There are great signs that the 
church has a good foundation 
to keep sharing good news. 
This is especially because of the 
commitment of people in our 
congregation. This Summer, the 
church has been committed to 
worship. Our in-person attendance 
has been as significant as other 
summers in recent memory and the 
new ability to live-stream means 
our engagement with worship is 
even wider. The commitment to 

World Communion Sunday is October 3
World Communion Sunday celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers 

and sisters around the world.  Paul tells us that we are to “discern the body” when 
we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, in which we recognize our Holy 
Communion with all people and creation. In Communion, we are called to be mindful 
of our relationship to all our brothers and sisters in Christ in the celebration. On this 
special Sunday we pray for peace among nations, the end to injustice, and the ways 
faith is alive around the globe. We give our attention to the ways the church can build 
our interconnectedness and support one another where we have needs. One of the 
ways JAPC celebrates the day is by adorning the communion table with tablecloths 
from around the world.

Opening Day for Church School and Nursery 
Sunday, September 12

Church School for grades 1-7 and Nursery for babies through kindergarten will 
open on Sunday, September 12. We welcome the good news of re-opening, as we also 
begin with several health protocols including: Mask requirements for all adults and all 
children age 3 and up. Parents or grandparents must sign in each child every Sunday 
that the child attends nursery or class. To receive a list of the guidelines, along with 
the curriculum outline for the fall, please contact Kathy Chateau at kathy@japc.org or 
313-822-3456. 

As we re-open and welcome children and families, we ask for your support. We are 
in need of volunteer aides and teachers on all levels. Please contact Kathy if you find it 
in your heart, and are able to volunteer in any way. Continue to pray for our children, 
families, and all in our community as the school year begins amid these challenging 
times. 

continued on page 8

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be 
of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

— 2 Corinthians 13:11 NIV
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Partnering for Success
Our Mission Committee survives and 

thrives on teamwork, partnerships and a 
willingness to serve one another

The kitchen and dining room, once quiet most of time, 
now hold crates of vegetables, stacks of 5-pound bags of flour, 
boxes of fruit and aluminum pans for baking bread and for 
holding dinners serving 4–6. The raw materials come largely 
from Make Food Not Waste, a non-profit based in Oakland 
County and under the leadership of Danielle Todd.

Chef Edrique Goudia, along with colleagues Shay, Akiel, 
Shannon and Alexis, labor weekday mornings to turn rescued 
fresh food into tasty meals and breads rich in vegetables and 
fruits. They have been challenged but not daunted by water 
from heavy rains, summer’s heat, wind and even power outages.

This team turns our 175 meals serving 4–6 each week. Friday 
is take-away feast day. With friends coming to retrieve food by 
11 a.m., the Friday morning routine for volunteers starts early. 
Some set up tables at the edge of the parking lot where bags of 
unsold-but-useful food from the Harbortown Market. 

“Our Harbortown partner, Alberta Asmus, continues to 
deliver boxes of food that would otherwise be thrown out,” says 
Mission Committee’s Paul Booker. “Many thanks to Sandra 
Nichols for her faithfulness to distribution and her eagle eye for 
food that should not be distributed,” he adds.

Other Saturday volunteers stuff cold, fresh-picked salad 
greens into sandwich bags in the dining room while the kitchen 
assembly line hurries to fill paper shopping bags with frozen 
dinners, bread, greens and recipes for the day’s meal.

The 175 bagged meals are distributed to anyone driving, 
biking or walking to the church parking lot. Three community 
partners — Eastside Community Network, Everybody Eatz and 
Mitten Mission — pick up the bult of the meals for distributions 
to the neighborhoods they serve. Nothing goes to waste.

Friday guests may also stop to look over and take gently-used 
books for most reading levels. Some 32 boxes donated from 

“Yes the aromas from the kitchen 
cannot be ignored. Especially when they 

are baking bread. Amazing things are 
happening here for sure!”

—Overheard in the church Danielle Todd of Make Food Not Waste loading  
the Eastside Community Network van.

Bicycle delivery

school libraries keep the popular book tablet full. Some folks 
come just to pick up books.

With schools opening for the fall semester, the JAPC Every 
Kid Eats team swings back into action. Mission Committee’s 
Laura Boyle, Pat Slone and Sandra Nichols shop for and pack 
30 bags of food for weekend meal supplements for students at 
Nichols School. Louis Asmus continues as the official and much 
appreciated delivery person. 

Remember: Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 7.
Set your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, or you may be a bit early for Church!!
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Compassion-centered Bible lessons, crafts and  
movement at Family Bible Camp.

The arts abounded at Creative Arts Camp! 
Children had an array of experiences.

Family Bible Camp
We had three beautiful summer evenings as backdrop to 

our Family Bible Camp in late July. The overall theme 
was COMPASSION, and each night we heard stories and 
participated in activities about welcoming, forgiving, and caring 
for each other. Kate Klinger provided crafts as reminders 
about sharing our love with others. Jessica Christy led us in 
simple prayerful movements to ground us in compassion for 
ourselves and others. Our mission projects (school supplies for 
a Presbytery project and cards for church members) invited the 
group to look beyond themselves. With little ones as young as 
one, along with parents and grandparents, the camp provided 
a sacred space outdoors for families to connect and enjoy God’s 
spirit alive among us. 

Creative Arts Camps
The church grounds were beautiful to behold this summer 

with the sight and sound of children doing art, playing drums, 
and just having fun during Creative Arts Camp. During 
the two weeks, College of Creative Studies and Juan Hawkins, 
professional drummer, partnered with us to provide children 
with creative experiences. Camps were held outside which 
presented additional joys and challenges. One challenge was 
the first week of rain and storms, not only outside, but inside 
the church building. One of MANY joys was that a neighbor 
heard the music of the drums one day, and offered a donation 
of musical instruments. Thank you to all who helped in all the 
ways that made the summer camps a reality and an enriching 
experience for the children.

Summer Camps Recap!
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Trio with Michael Malis
Opens 2021 Jazz at JAPC Series

Detroit-area jazz pianist and composer 
Michael Malis joins drummer Tariq 
Gardner and bass player Jeff Pedraz in a 
September 19 program at Jefferson Avenue 
Presbyterian Church. The 4:30 p.m.  
event mixes jazz standards with 
contemporary musical visions that will 
please all audiences. There is no admission 
charge for the program, the first in the church’s 2021–22 Jazz 
Series.

The Sunday afternoon program is Malis’s debut at the historic 
church. The 33-year-old musician has performed widely with 
renowned jazz artists and has an impressive discography of solo 
and collaborative work. As a teenager, he studied with the late 
jazz legend Bess Bonnier.

The musicians are performing in the sanctuary, where safe 
distance seating is marked. Masks are encouraged and available 
for all guests. There is parking off Burns behind the church.

JAPC’s Concert Series Reboots  
with Rescheduled Concert!

On November 14 at 4:30 p.m., we will be welcoming organist 
Nicholas Schmelter and pianist, Tyler Kivel to our sanctuary 
to perform a dueling organ and piano concert. The duo is 
our first rescheduled performance from our cancelled spring 
season of 2020. Their program will provide a beautiful variety 
of compositions with a broad range of color and style. Some of 
the pieces include the “Masques et Begameasques” by Gabriel 
Faure, a trio of works by Percy Grainger, “Deep River” as 
arranged by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor and “Scaramouche” 
by Darius Milhaud. Tyler Kivel is a Chicago based keyboard 
soloist, teacher and chamber musician. Nicholas Schmelter 
is the director of worship and congregational life at First 
Presbyterian Church of Caro, Michigan and is and artist in 
residence at Trinity Episcopal Church in Bay City. He is a 
frequent recitalist, and has also worked to premiere several new 
compositions. Nicholas was also responsible for spearheading 
the project to restore and enlarge the Skinner organ at First 
Congregational Church in Saginaw, MI. Please join us in 
November for this unique musical offering! 

by Stephen Warner, Director of Music

In every aspect of our life and work now, we are 
trying to navigate our way through ongoing changes of 
procedures, changes of goals, changes of attitude. Many 
in leadership have become decision fatigued, and despite 
moving forward, are feeling stuck. As we head into this 
year with a somewhat restored worship life, I am mindful 
of a new layer of mental and spiritual burdens that will 
be meeting our congregational songs, anthems and solo 
music. Some familiar pieces of music will have entirely 
new meaning, because of real circumstances we have 
experienced individually and collectively. Some of us will 
be vulnerable in entirely new and unexpected ways. Music 
has a way of penetrating our beings, even when we don’t 
consciously internalize it. My uncle was a professional 
flautist who studied with the Ervin Monroe, first chair 
of the DSO back in the 70s. My uncle had developed a 
really powerful “learthery sound” that sounds a little raw 
up close, but is immensely colorful in the space. (Similar 
to well voiced organ pipes.) He had gone as far as subbing 
with the DSO when he discovered he had MS and had 
his playing career cut short. When he passed away about 

a decade ago, a classmate of his played “Amazing Grace” 
on the alto flute at his funeral. I had “held it together” 
throughout the service and the days leading up, but it only 
took her first note with that same “leathery sound” that all 
of my uncles colleagues had, and I fell apart….JUST THE 
FIRST NOTE! 

The challenge this year will be trying to balance our 
desire to enjoy all the things we had been enjoying all along 
and yet, not forgetting that we are in an entirely different 
place now. We will need to be patient with each other and 
especially with ourselves as we are vulnerable to how the 
music in our worship hits us differently. Perhaps much of 
it will also takes us back to our happy place too! I hope 
some pieces feel particularly normal and comfortable. I 
hope some will provide challenging messages. I hope some 
provide delight and even novelty. And I hope some will 
occasionally surprise and trigger necessary vulnerable 
moments of release of our collective and individual grief, 
sadness and loss. Church to me is a village. I pray that all 
our variety of music brings us together and helps us open 
our hearts to each other and align them to serve God and 
our community with love.

Normalcy, Challenge, Delight, and Catharsis
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John Widmann 
Opens 2021 Summer Carillon Series

John Widmann, City Carillonneur for 
the City of Frederick, Md., gave the first 
program in our 2021 Summer Carillon 
Series on Saturday, July 24, with the 
backdrop of a picnic celebrating Make 
Food Not Waste and the Upcycle Kitchen.

Widmann was in Michigan for a series 
of programs on several of the carillons in the area. We were 
delighted he had a free afternoon to share with JAPC friends 
and members. It was his first time playing our historic 23-
bell Gillett & Johnston instrument — the oldest carillon in 
Michigan.

The day’s musical program included arrangements of classics, 
folk songs, hymns and works written specifically for the carillon. 
The menu? A roast pig, surrounded by salads prepared by 
Upcycle Kitchen chef Ederique Goudia, along with hot dogs, 
chips and veggie wraps.

Just retired from his position as a chorus and general music 
teacher for Frederick County Public Schools, Widmann is 
heading for another school. He has enrolled in the Belgian 
Carillon School in Mechelin, where he will further perfect his 
playing technique and repertoire over the next year, and have 
opportunities to play many of the historic and newer carillons 
in Belgium, Holland and elsewhere in Europe.

Carillon Series welcomes
Jenny HyoJin Moon

On Saturday, October 2, carillonist 
Jenna Moon will play the final program 
in our 2021 carillon series. The music will 
accompany a fund-raising dinner held that 
evening to benefit our community food 
partner Make Food Not Waste.

Jenna HyoJin Moon earned her Doctoral 
degree in Sacred Music at the University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor earlier this year. An avid carillon 
ambassador of diversity, she has performed over 95 weekday 
carillon recitals at the Lurie and Baird carillons. Moon received 
the 2021 MLK spirit award and was co-recipient of 2020 Sonic 
Scenographies research grant. Moon received the EXCEL 
Enterprise Fund for her project, highlighting Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion through featuring works by composers of color. 
She studied organ performance and organ literature with Dr. 
James Kibbie, sacred music and hymn improvisation with Dr. 
Kola Owolabi, and carillon performance with Dr. Tiffany Ng 
and Dr. Pamela Ruiter-Feenstra.

The Carillon Series at JAPC bowed in 1994 as the 
Summer Carillon Series. Our season now extends into the 
fall months. John Widmann of Frederick, Md., opened the ’21 
series July 24 at the Thank You Picnic for participants in our 
Friday community food program.

Friends, Food and Gratitude

The JAPC Mission Committee sponsored the picnic to thank those who have visited our Friday food  
distributions and to showcase our dedication to helping feed those in need.
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Tutoring Tree 2021–22
We are planning on the return of Tutoring Tree for the new 

school year with some changes to ensure the health and safety of 
our students and the community. Our tutors who have kept contact 
with students this past year through home delivered bags of books, 
snacks, and supplies, are eager to work with their students again. 

We will provide a tutoring session to about 20 students 
depending on the number of tutors we have.  (For every tutor 
we have, we allow two students to program.) We are in need of 
at least two more tutors to reach our goal this year. Tutoring 
Tree will take place on Tuesdays from 4 – 5:45 p.m. There are 
other ways to support Tutoring Tree: food prep each week; 
walking and crossing guards positions on Burns from 3:30– 
4 p.m., as well as financial and importantly, prayer support. 

We continue to work with the school and families to assess 
and develop the best ways to support our students in an ever-
changing environment. JAPC has partnered and served with 
Nichols School for over 40 years. It is a central tradition and 
mission of the church. As we continue this ministry, we ask each 
of you to prayerfully consider how you can support the children 
of our community. Contact Kathy Chateau for information, 
kathy@japc.org or 313-822-3456.

Church Register 
DEATHS 

Gilbert Baker (#4981) on June 28, 2021
Helen Sue Head (#4805) on August 17, 2021

WEDDING 

Jacob Novack & Erica Pelyak  
(non-members) on June 19, 2021

Thursday evening prayers... 
another way to connect

Late last winter the Deacons, past and present, launched an 
evening prayer gathering for addressing concerns of the world 
and of individuals. Meeting the second and fourth Thursdays 
of the month, at 7 p.m., via Zoom, we enjoyed the comforts of 
readings from Psalms and the New Testament.

Leadership was shared by those who attended as we prayed 
for the church, for all peace efforts, for those in need of healing, 
for everyday concerns, for those who have died.

There was time at the end of our liturgy to ask questions about 
scripture and share information on the well-being of others.

Plans to continue Thursday prayers are under way. Look for 
updates in E-Notes and the Sunday bulletins. Prayer requests 
always can be sent to: prayers@JAPC.org.

A prayer for the start  
of the 2021 school year

Merciful God,
We are grateful for the resilience, innovation 

and determination our students, teachers, school 
staff, parents and administrators demonstrated and 
developed over the past year. We begin this new 
school year in prayer because we are anxious for our 
students to resume school in person, yet still be safe 
from COVID-19.

We pray for a better year; for a safe return to 
classrooms; for the health of students, teachers and 
school staff; for school boards and administrators 
under pressure to make difficult decisions; and for 
parents exhausted by the uncertainty and constantly 
changing plans.

Help us, Holy God, to bear with one another in love 
as we face the new challenges this year will inevitably 
bring. We pray that our teachers banked enough 
summer renewal to face any new disruptions. We ask 
that the hard lessons students learned in since the start 
of this pandemic will give them the confidence and 
courage to face whatever lies ahead. With confidence 
in your ability to do more than we ask or imagine, we 
pray that faith will deter fear and hope will bring new 
life.

Bless us, Holy God, in our efforts to protect and 
care for students so they can focus on their healthy 
development and their studies. Lead us all to health 
and healing.

In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Source: The Presbyterian Outlook
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/08/a-prayer-for-the-start-of-the-

2021-school-year/

JAPC E-Notes
Want to be kept informed about what’s happening at 

JAPC? Our weekly E-Notes, with announcements and  
“late breaking” news, are sent mid-week. Call the Church Office  
or email Margie Uysal margie@japc.org to be added to the 
mailing list.
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Coffee Hosts
Want to share a smile, a cup of coffee and a cookie? Be a 

coffee host after worship some Sunday. Home-baked cookies 
are a treat but if you are not a baker, store cookies will do. We 
need at least five dozen.

If you would like to volunteer, call the Church Office (313 
822-3456).

Keep Up Your Financial Commitment
The Finance Committee strongly encourages members 

and friends who have made pledges to meet the terms of your 
pledge. If you have not made a pledge, we ask that you seriously 
consider making one. It is essential for the church to meet its 
financial obligations.

Online Giving is Available
Online giving using credit and debit cards is accessible from 

the church’s website. A button is on the top-right side of the 
website, at www.japc.org/give  to access secure online giving. 
Questions about online giving can be directed to Phyllis 
phyllis@japc.org.

Returnable Collections
In the Tower Entryway that is a bin for collecting returnable 

cans and bottles. Church members and friends in the 
community are invited to share their rinsed returnables. Over 
the years the proceeds have contributed to projects led by the 
Board of Deacons. Consider putting your returnables to work 
for the ministry of the church. 

Amazon Smile
If you shop on Amazon, JAPC can earn 0.5% of eligible 

Amazon purchases if a user designates Jefferson Avenue 
Presbyterian church as their designated charity. All you have 
to do is visit smile.amazon.com and enter Jefferson Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in the search box and select it as your 
charity. Purchases have to be made using the Amazon Smile 
portal.

Kroger Community Rewards
Kroger Community Rewards program benefits JAPC. To 

enroll (you will need the church’s ID number [BL037] and 
your Kroger Plus Card), go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
or contact Kroger Customer Service at 1-800-576-4377. Every 
time you use your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of the proceeds 
will go directly to JAPC.

A Gift of Music
Opportunities are available to purchase music for a choral 

anthem to remember or honor a special friend or loved one, or 
to commemorate a special day. Your gift will be acknowledged 
each time the music is used in worship .

For further information, please speak to Stephen Warner.

The Importance of Bequests
“Like good servants of the manifold grace of God,

serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received”  
I Peter 4:10

Jefferson Avenue has been the fortunate recipient of many 
bequests over the years. The church is so grateful for these 
thoughtful remembrances and the bequests received have 
generated income to support our operating budget, funded 
special ministries and made building improvements that have 
enriched our life. 

The Christian tradition of giving is both a privilege and an 
opportunity. We all have the opportunity to follow this example 
by giving something of ourselves to insure the future of the 
church’s Christian witness and ministry.

Booklets on “Extending Your Christian Witness Through 
Your Will” are available on the Main Foyer literature table. 

All the ways you can give

We Need Ushers
Would you like to assist during the service on Sunday by 

being an usher? The Board of Deacons are looking for women 
and men who would serve as ushers for a Sunday (or two). The 
ushers play a vital role during the worship service, helping 
make members, friends and visitors feel welcomed, passing out 
Bulletins, taking the offering, and assisting in an emergency. If 
you would like to volunteer, please call the Church Office.
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Summer Arts and Bible Camps was marvelous. A large 
body of volunteers made art and faith come alive at church. 
Many volunteers from our church, supporting churches, and 
our neighborhood have made our connections to our neighbors 
even wider.

With Fall approaching there is a lot of good news to anticipate. 
Sunday School will begin meeting again to enrich the 
spiritual lives of children and their families. It also means that 
Tutoring Tree will provide educational support of students at 
Nichols School. Worship will embody many of our meaningful 
traditions. The Concert and Jazz Series will offer music and 
culture to enrich our lives once again. While many of these will 
be adjusted for the circumstances of a pandemic, the church 
members and staff remain committed to make possible so many 
ministries that enrich our lives and faith.

While these are all tangible signs of good news happening 
in the life of the church through the things we do, there are 

intangible signs as well. Particularly, I am so grateful for people 
in the church who continue to show care, friendship, and love 
through the church. The witness people share when they wave 
or send “air” hugs across the sanctuary is beautiful. The people 
who continue to pray and offer care for one another in hard 
times is meaningful. And this is why God has made people 
to be the church together: to build one another up in Christ 
and to grow compassion among our neighbors. I give thanks 
to God for people in the church whose faith, relationships, and 
commitment does just this, because brings life into our church 
and community. For this I offer my gratitude to God for the 
church.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Matt

PASTOR’S CORNER continued from page 1


